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National Geospatial Advisory Committee Meeting
September 4, 2019



Overview

• GeoPathways Initiative

• Nebert Award

• FGDC/OGC Disasters Pilot Project

• Status of NGAC Appointments
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GeoPathways Initiative – 2018 - 2019

3

2018-2019 Interns
• 19 Students selected
• From 16 Universities

Projects
• Federated Geospatial Ecosystems
• Use case demonstrations for disasters
• Developing communities of practice
• GeoPlatform - testing and development
• GEO4SDGs - United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals

**Currently Reviewing 
Applicants for the 3rd Year



Communities of Practice

GeoPathways Initiative – 2018 - 2019
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• Federated Geospatial Ecosystems
• Use case demonstrations for disasters
• Developing communities of practice

Sample Projects



2018 Nebert Award

The recipient of the 2018 Doug D. Nebert NSDI 
Champion of the Year Award is the Homeland 
Infrastructure Foundation-Level Data (HIFLD) hurricane 
response team. 
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**Now Accepting Nominations for the 2019 Period 
through September 15, 2019



NSDI

HIFLD 2017 Hurricane Response Team
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National Geospatial Intelligence Agency

• Lewis Summers

• Michael Bergman, 

• Chris Brehany, 

• Travis Hardy, 

• Julie Eckert, 

Department of Homeland Security, GIO

• Tod Dabolt

• Kayloni Ah Tong

Department of
the Interior

• Chris Vaughan, 

• Dante Terango

• Brad Bottoms

• Julie Carter

• Bill McGilvery

• Stuart Rucker

• Charmel Menzel 

Environmental 
Systems Research 
Institute 

• Peter O’Rourke

• Rebecca Harned

• Tari Martin

• Angela Pervél

• Paul Doherty

National Alliance 
for Public Safety GIS

• Rexford Tugwell

• Mike Piscotti

• John Carlin

• Lina Dailide-Custodio

• John Murtagh

• William Nellist

• Justin Reed

• Todd Coon

• Thomas Springsteen

• Katherina Zezima

• Zachary Gordon, 

• Matt Pagan, 

• Jonathan Rayer, 

• Nate Smith

• Robert Shumowsky

FEMA

**Now Accepting Nominations for the 2019 Period 
through September 15, 2019



Number of disaster events 
have increased substantially 
over the past 50 years

Advancing Spatial Data Infrastructures for Disasters



• Demonstrate how data standards help stakeholders and decision makers gain 
new and beneficial perspectives into social, economic, and environmental issues 
related to disasters
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Strengthen 
Partnerships

Increase and strengthen current partnerships and 
expand partnerships with additional stakeholders

Outreach & 
Education

Address 
Needs & 

Gaps

Usability 
Pilots

Create awareness of the data and services 
stakeholders provides to support disaster 
preparedness/resilience

Better understand community needs and close gaps in data, tools, 
services, skills and other barriers to using stakeholders and other 
institutional related services for disasters

Engage a broad community of users through 
interviews, workshops and pilots to use 
stakeholder data and services and provide 
stakeholder feedback on additional needs

Goals and Objectives

Advancing Spatial Data Infrastructures for Disasters



Advancing Spatial Data Infrastructures for Disasters

• 2019 Phase One Disaster Pilots
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Pilot Demonstrations September 18, 
2019 at USGS in Reston, VA 



GeoPlatform.gov Release 16 – New User Experience
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New Responsive Layout:
Featured content, trending, 

1

NGDA Theme Pages & Icons
3

Streamlined Menu Navigation
2

NGDA Theme Pages:  
Asset Collections (Data, Services, maps, layers etc.)
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Resource Type Indicators

And so much more….. plugins, 

search, resource pages & monitoring 
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2019 NGAC Appointments

❖ Call for Nominations issued July 2019.  Nominations 
used to fill NGAC vacancies in 2019 and 2020.

❖ Good response – many quality applications 
received.

❖ Interagency review panel will evaluate nominations 
and develop recommendations.

❖ Final decisions on appointments to be made by 
Secretary of the Interior’s office.  

❖ 12 current appointments expire Dec. 31, 2019.  
New appointments will take effect Jan. 2020. 
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NGAC Appointments Status

12

Non-Governmental Governmental
Private Sector
Pat Cummens*
Roberta Lenczowski
Kevin Pomfret*
Rebecca Somers
Sarah Battersby
Sanjay Kumar

State
Gar Clarke
Cy Smith
Jennie Stapp
Harvey Thorleifson*
Mike Hussey
Gary Thompson

County
Jason Warzinik*
Christine Stinchcomb

Academia
Julie Sweetkind-Singer*
May Yuan

Federal
Frank Avila
Tony LaVoi

Regional
Xavier Irias

Non-Profit
Keith Masback*
Mark Reichardt

City/Municipal
Amber Reynolds

Tribal 
Garet Couch
Byron Bluehorse

Current Members 
(Terms expire December 2019)

Current Members 
(Terms expire December 2021)

* Completing second consecutive term  
on the NGAC in December 2019. Per 
NGAC Charter, cannot be appointed to 
third consecutive term.

August 2019  


